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Next, 
Seto instructed Cesar 
start organizing 
ne all of them. 
oatrol cars, in order 


Heme te 


ae et) 


Cesar also 


and to start cheeclcing Fide 
meetingz, 


renting of houses. 
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to do sone recruiting. 
Pifteen men, already armed. 

Contact wag made with Ur. 
already be 


On August 5/60, at 7 am, Brand made contact with Zmilio 
a: told E.R. that he wanted to see 
pike on the actual situation of OA's 


lost with the action groups of OA. Zfren was completely out of money. crand 2 
dim 3130.00 and i inatructed him to establish contact with OA!’ 3 action groups. 


cuban3 to Picnt HLGSi, snes Fide el had a sowerful 
from the Soviet Union, and that unless the U.S. decided 46 do something about 
our efforts were doomed to failure. In short, Islesias refused to nein. 

| Brand established contact 
to start looxinz for D.2Zs. and L.23s. Besides, Cesar was 
laborers in the di 
volunteered to 
to find out 
communications. Neve tso promise 
through the members of the Sindicato Gastronomica. 
Brand gaye Cesar ‘one thousand pesos, to 53 used for expens 


Brand mad@contact with Banito 
that all of us had to give our b 

enito See ined nis efforts Lo. try fo! find D.Zs. 

Benivo inforze 


en aproached by 22001 
i , as representative from Tony Varona! F ‘group: Nar 


od 


Rodri sueze Brand 
Amparo (Plinto's wife), in order to davrie?r her 


groupse that same afternoon. Zrand saw AGDarOe 
the arrests con had taken place after Plinio's 
regard to OA's groups in Havana, Amparo told zrand 
of the Executive Commitee of the OA,was in a —- 
man who could brief Brand on @A's situation. 
ofrean Rodrisueze afren informed Brand that, on 
asylum at the Embassy of Brasil, contacts had been 
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Brand had.to remain in his safe house for the next ten days, because no sits 
or moustaches had heen sent to him, and he had no materials for his disguise, 
Plinio had arrived to Havana, and had established contact with. 
and other " mambers of the underground. : 

Emilio Rodrizuez gave Brand a man to be used as a driver or ag a miecouts. 

3 named Montes. After receiving the diszuise materials, Brand establi 
former member of Triple ‘A, and Brand's fellow cons 
ars. Iglesias owned a 50 ft. yacht. Brand ais ad Izlesia! 3 help to us 


Sfren 


into Cubase Iglesias was in very low spirits. He sa 
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with Ceasar Lancis Bravo. Cesar agrsed to hel 


fferent Unions, and to try to. gather informa 
make contacts with volicemen in tne 


the codes they were using in their radio 
40 start a search for sar2 nousess and store ho 
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Fernandez. Benito said that he was eager 
beat to our country's situatio 
Besides, he volunteer 
Brand that an action groun of aco 
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or the Province of Pinar del oe a3 a leader of 


Brand asked Nardo to taks care 

new eats group, of which he wis zoing to be one of the leaders. Nardo az 
to this, and oromised to start shee Por D.aZ3. and L.Zs..and also promised ty 
take care of the recruiting of peossiin the Province of Pinar del Rio. ne msnti 
thet ne nad a friend who nad ‘seen a lisutenent in the rebel army, and who had « 
his position because of the communist tendencies of the Co¥ernment. he told fra 
that tails ex-lieutenent could become 'a valuasls as3at if won to our side. Ha 34 
ha vas going to try to bring this man to talk with Grand. Srand gavs Nardo five 
ess 5, 202 Shen S 36 ae . | 


5 


HW. .53294~ Dockd:32356641- Page 2. 


ot 





et 


of creating 





ass 
at the first meeting with Benito fernandez, Grand also say Nelson Izlesias, 
University student, and son of Jasus Izlesias, Srand instructed helson to star 
making. Some recruitings at the University. Brand also instructed Nelson Islest 
to make the necessary arranzements so Erand could have a mseting with Joss Per: 
Planas and Eddy Crews, members of the Catholic Youth, students at the Universi 
Havana and members ot MRR (Artime's fac ction). Brand gave Nelson one hundred nos 


for eXpensese | | 
A week artear their first meeting, Srand saw Ges 
had. been making some. con Ca ete Gi hoe eharent unions 


that time he had been working with Tony Varona's zroup 3 named 


his concern about the double role he was playing, 
time that ne/ NBBcing with Srands Lancis said that 
friends in Rescate to Brand's orsanizatione Brand 


no results had been attained and that he wanted results. Lancis Said that he 


going to have results for the next nesting. 
Through Nelson Iglesias, Brand had a mesting wit 
Bdady Crews. The meeting took place at rernandes Pl 
Srand asked Fernandez Plana's helo 3 
Though Fernandez Planas agreed to helo, he was a l 
connections with aR. Ee said he was going 
promised to give me an answer in a few days. hia) 
vesos to be used in the renting of safe houses. 


anniversary of Trejo! s death.They said their chanc 
could not burn the people they had at the Universit 


in order to get D.Zs. and L.45, and safe 
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to talk things over with his friend: 


theless, he accented four hur 
Brand ee asked about the sos: 
the 30th of September, 

e3 were slicht, because they 
cy in that kind of action. He 


said that in the event of a riot at the University, they would be crushed by tk 


communists and militia, already well trained, 
In his next mesting with Brand, Nardo brouene a 


Fransisco Robayna Dominguez, ex-licutenent of the 
member or the American Army, at Fort Dix, New Jers 
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member of American army. He deseresa ~O ZO to 


Batista. Re became a member of Faure Cmenn's cuerrillas in 
Villas. Robayna said that he was willing to join Nardo and 


that he had already been working in the recruiting 


aeory 


he could count with a. force of 150 men. He also said that he 


Robayna was to work under the orders of Nardo. 


2qulpoved and orzvaniz 
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long a man by the name of 
Rebel Army. Robayna had. been 
ey. He had been to Eurone as 
Cuba and join the forces: Pigr 
the mountains of Las 
Brand's efforts. He 
of people. He assured Brand 
vas going to get D 
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In his next meeting wi th, -BYand, fernandez Planas eecarned the four hundred - 
ne had previously received. He said he could not takes care of the renting of ss 
nous33, because the people they could use for that, were needed at the HRR. ley 
sinee Brand had oromised him weapons, he said he ne keep trying to eet Desa. 
LeZs. He said he wanted to see Brand again. 

Benito Fernandez saw Brand again. He said that h had talked with his broth- 
who had been a Mayor in Santiago. de Cuba. He had ae eon with Luis Casero 3 


who nad also been a Mayor in Santiazo de Cuba, They | both » 


searching 
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endaZz was the nead of o 
cionario). Pl nio told Srand of his efforts and how 
things were ng one Plinio also talked about.his vlans for the innediate Put 
and the mee $ ne was exne@ting to have in the days to come. In return. 2s 
Said that eae Was also vleasedwith the way thinzs vere aevelioping. : 

In his next meeting with Brand,. dobayna brouzht a map pointing out a DZ. 7 
was the first DZ. that brand sot. Brand gave Robayza a lensatic compass 30 Ro 
could give the exact location of the next D.Zs. he was trying to set.Robayna w 
full of enthusiasm with the outcome of nis efforts. All his men were anxious + 
into battle. Robayna gave Brand an estimate of the weanons ne needed for his 1) 
That list of weanons was given to the Company in Havana. Robayna also informed 
that in the Province of Pinar del Rio O, a majority of the population was in fav: 
an uprising azainst Castro. | c 
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-~~ It should be said by now that all the me tingsheld oy Brand were renorted ° 
the Company in Havana, alzost inme diately after +t took place. Brand had bes: 


nstructed in Hashington to give , revort each HESS actually, revorts were zi: 


—= 
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in many oc@asions twice and thrice a week. ~ 


Oe 


Rodriguez was contacting and ore ganizing action groups to be used in Havana, in 
Sity as well as in thse Province. A man by the name of Rutilio Ramos had been ec 
by him. This man was to lead the men we were planning to use in an attempt acai 
Fidel's life. Zfren Rodrizuez head alao met veoole who gave him detailed informa 


By this tine, Brand had met with : sfren Rodrizuez in several occastons..Efrer 
Se SE RSS a Several occa 
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On the vovernment forces in Isle of Pines. Rutilio Ramos also made some rsvorts3 


na oui Eanes cee were made by Efren Rodriguez with action groups in San Jose de L 
Lajagd, 7 i | 7 a . | 
Jos sent Brand some instructions that enabled @rand to make contact with am 
named Alberto Jorze Losada Fernandez, who worked at the Compania de Zlectrisida 
This Losada was one of the leaders of an organization called "Resistencia rember bee 


Though thsy had: men all around the island, their man force seemed to be in the 


ee oe or Pinar del Rioe And what Seemed most lavortant of all, they hed a zr 
of fifty men already in the mountains in Pinar del Rio, in-a Sigs named Rio E 
nm 


In the first meetinz with Losada, Srand gave him 500 nes0s to be used in tre 
purchase of supplies for the men already in the mountains. Brand also instructe 
Losada to try to organize groups at the Jomoania de Elscitricidad. Thess grouns 
to be used in sabotage atthe Electric Company. Losada azreed to send word wOucoS 
leader of the groun at the mounvains to come to Havana to have a meeting with = 
Losada also agres to try to find some D.Z3. or L.Zs.-From that day on, Losada 
tne meetings with Brand would take pla ace in two } r0uses he indicated, and which 


Brand promptly aporoved. | 7 | 
Jos sent Brand some ins’ tructions that enable ed Brand to make contact Aga a 
r 
Jim Bowdin. Brand instructed Vidal to organizes nis men and have them.read:y for 
action to te used when reauired,. Brand . also instructed Vidal to Start chacking 
i Rodriguez, a well known commun ae and also to give all i 
her about the ton communist3:in Cuba. Vidal agreed to thie. 
1 Lun Losada, he informed Srand that the leader of ths group At 
io Hondo, a zan by the nams of Lazaro Santos Abr cu, had been killed in hia way 
Gavyana to se2 Srand, Brand then told Losada to make arranze eee 30 crand sould 
ta the wan vne- had suostituted Lazaro 3anto3. | 
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wanted Lancis to orzanize the labor Jecsion of Juba Libre, 


Re gave Brand e written 


L 
| Hlectric Company. The report said that Losada had been a well 
. that he had been suspected of being an informer Par Batista's a 

od | _ revort also said that Losada was Suspected of being a fairys The same r vort : 


tnere were any doubts about Losada's attitude azainst the 


ieee 


question. Lancis informed Brand that a former major ot the 
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that Losada's brother waa a drug addict and a "nusher". Brand -then 23ked:Lanci 
n 


resem. Cuban Sorear- 
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Lancis said. that Losada. and his brother were considered Fidel's en mies, withe 


Jesus Hernandez, had been commisioned by Lancis to establish a net of informer 
Lancis also said that he had received Several thousand vesos from Rescate and 
he was willing to return: the thousand pesos that Brand had given him, %o this 


Brand answered nothing. 
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1 thres weeks later that Brand Found out, throush Auzusto Vasamayory,, the: 
tennant of the venthouse;who lived in - 


er, Brand thought he had noticed certain un 
re Erand's safehous2 was located. Ons day, 

» he heard a man asking about + 

This confirmed Brand's -sus 

Y ann 


he veoole w 
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of Brand's apartment, had been the victin of enextortion. This had been ths um 
atmosphere that Brand had noticed around the oullding, becaugs that tennant ha: 
rr , under surveillance by the people who submitted him-to extortion. 
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Brand went to live f : 
: | met a man named Jorzs Esnino, who worked with Mendes at 
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2 Hobaynas Espino's military chief in Pinar del Rio was a 


in contact with Robayna, and working under his command, 


Around theses days, Brand heard that Mendez was going to 


“Priest named Las Heras. Brand went to that meeting and asked this 0 
artemi3sa, in the Province of Pinar dsl tio, and contact Nardo, so he wo 
Nardo with all the helo that the priesthood could afford to 


~» 


Pinar del Rio. Brand saws Nardo and arrangements were made 
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or some days at’ Juan Mendez's slade, At this safehouse, 
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ntact with Nardo, go Sspino's people in Pinar del Rio woWdwork under the sul 


young man by the nan 


arrios. Brand met Barrios and introduced hin to Robaynas. From then on,’ Barrios 
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cid see Father Las Heras. From chen on, it was their business to Keeo i Ne 
; At the mseting with Father Las Heras, Brand met a ohysician named Dr. Laon hLenyu 
identified himself as a delegate from Organizacion Occidental Anticomunista (2c 
A few days later, Srand introduced Nardo to Dr. Leon Lemus, so Leon would nels 
in the Province of Pinar del Rio. Later on, Brand introduced Leon Lemus to Roba 


COA's military chief in the Province of Pinar del Rio was a 


This Cruz Blanco was introducsd to Rohayna by Leon Lemus. F 


Was to work under the orders of Robayma. It is on account o 
/ 7 a 
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Mardo, he claimsd to have six hundred men under his command 


Wa3 a con3ervrative fisure. Nardo commented that in order to 
conservative, he would say that dobayna had fiv= hundred rie 
Pisure is accepted by Brand a3 zood, | | 
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By the first days of Seytember Erand had met Dr. Sodol#o Henricusz Lauranco 
a well known Cuban dentist. This dentist lent his nouse many ties so that it 
de used for Brand's meetings with Eenito Fernandez. Brand also used Henri quez 
treasurers, “nenever Brand received money from tns Comoany, as took -it to Hsnrt 

: in order to avoid a heavy loss of money if Brand was cantureds In one. of the x 

= with geal ernandez, Brand met a man named Jose Caba7%t, who had been a stoc! 

ee at the 0 ie 3 of friends Bln 


ooperativa de Omnibus aliados. This Cabaflas had hundred 
drivers and conductors of busses in Havana. Caoafas promised to zest safahouses 
storenouses. He also promised to orzanize groups among wns drivers and conduct: 
ee Havana. Hs also said ‘that he wa3 going to sive Brand a driver. Brand zave Cabai 
as : 620 pesos, 7 Ate 
es | | A few days later Brand met Luis Alvarez, a former: ‘bus. dxirer, no » fro 4 
ne became Brand's driver. This Luis Alvarez had been recommended | » ude 3 an 
Poe: | be. a courageous, dedicated and faithful companions 
ce | In a new meeting with Jose Fernandez Planas, Brand met a young physician knc 
ees: Anselmo. In this meeting they said. they had found a D.Z. and that they were zoi 
a | Sive Srand a map pointing out the exact location of the place. They asked igen 
eapons could Brand provide. Brand mentioned all the wesvons he he:Had been eg 
ana commited himself to deliver certain amount of those weapons fifteen days af 
the map had reached his hands. The boys promised to give the may in short notic 
These boys also wanted to establish contact with Brand's eople in Pinar del 
| - Some daya later Brand received a very detailed ma ov ofa Ee Se.in the southerr 
| coast of the Province of Pinar del Rio. It was sent to the beiscis right away. 
S : By this time Robaynas. had sent Brand the location.of another D.Z. By then , 
kept asking about the weavons, and he kept saying that his men were anxious to 
the equipment and start fichting. . | 
Through gmilio Rodrtzuez Brand met an American known as William Webster. Thi 
was to put Brand in contact with a zroun of a friend of Brand who had Zone to * 
naned Mario Massipe Through Webster, Srand met a man already known to him for ma 
yearse This man's name is Simon Vibes Se Simon fabre was to put Brand in contact 
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Mario Massip's grouv. By this time Zrand had become a little bLt uneasy about % 
lack of news from Jim Eowdin, and kept asking Emilio Rodricuez about the eeiis 
of weanonse Bmilio Rodrizuez always answered that he knew nothing about it, thr 


always delivered ny revorts but could not tell me what ths policies of the Como 
were in that respect, : 

Through Webster, Brand made contact with a wealthy and very well known cuscan 
Dilvio de Cardenas. Silvio de Cardenas said that he was one of the leaders of 2 
headed by Jose Ignacio Rivero and Antonio Rubio Padilla. He said, and Brand bel 

nbs the exact truth, that they had connections along the whole island WL ae 
known and respected neople. That they could provide fincas and transportation. 
they wanted was weapons and guidance. 2Zrand nromised toth. Throuzh an 
0 in 
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lvio de Cardenas provided two D.Zs. Brand mat OUTS 
e. Cardena3 zave a list of the weapons ni 
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Five times mo 
himsel? to dsliver the wearons ae due courses 
Cne day. Brand got word that there was going to be a meeting at Plinio's safes 

People from the Front -were supposed to so to that. meetings. Srand was invited to 
Brand sent word saying he saw no reason why he had to Yo that meeting, but Plin 
insisted on Brand's attendance. Br and went to the meeting. There he saw Plinio, 
Bfren Rocriguez, Jorge Essino, Francisco. Santiago, Juan Mendez and doe. Plans + 
S#t to coordinate the CA and the Front's effort3 to helo Plinio in the aountain 
It was established also that 2rand would coordinate his men in Pinar del Bio wi 
“tne ten tne Front could srovidea. a | 

, «= Through Eailio Rodri uez, Brand met a man named . 

-} told Brand that he had been trained in an RGA 

organized in the City and Province of Havana. Srand + 

! Weacons and sabotage and incendiary maverials vould 1 22 
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By this time, ecrand nad met a man known as Roberto Alvatez, who nad a red 3 
and wno said he had -bsen trained in intellizen ee work, and that he had been in 
for several years. This man was introduced to 3rand by Emilio Rodrizuez. Rober 


was to help Brand in anything Brand would require of him. Erand found that Rob 
was available only after 5 p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays. Brand found this 

Alvarez to de a sensible, educated and calmed individual. Brand told this aan 

he would fini something for him to do. | 

Cabanas. had given by now four safchouses. These safeshouses. were already inh 
but the families living there wers to receive anyone in needcof a safehouse, I. 
of those houses Brand lived for two weexs. Another of those houses was ‘used as 
safehouss for meetings. 

Through Cabanas and Benito Fernandez, Brand met a man named Sscue Rodri urea 
This man claimed to be one of the leaders: of an organizations in the Province 
Oriente. They were willing to work provided they were supplied with weanonse 5 
found the man to be honest, but dumb and unexpert encede Nevertheless, Brand es 
-~- this man to keen in touch with Cabanas. | | 
~~ “By tALS tins, Brand had become a little bit uneasy about his dissuise. Durin 
perambulations around town, Brand had met by cnanecs with many old friends. Nen: 
them recognized brand. One day, however, a boy named Nodal, memoer of Trinle aA 
saw Srand in a drugstore and recognized him.» ‘shen Branu one out, Brand notica 
that two men in a car were watcning him. The car went around the block and sta: 
to follow Brand. ‘Yyhen the car aporoached Brand saw Nodal and Silvio Martinez, : 
member of Triple A. Silvio called B5rand and insisted on having a mseting wlth | 
Brand was mad to sse how PE responstos0 and indiscrset these fellows were. eran 
them an apoointment, but Brand didn't attend to it. Brand had become uneasy abd: 
the disguise because, although Bewas using a 3econd hairpleces » Lt looked awful 
bad, and many friends had warned Srand trat the hairoiece looked. a Zale Prom a: 
fare Thay also said that the moustache looked too dark. Brand's conclusion ab 
tris is what follows:ljffhe disguise was very good, but hairpieces don't last lo: 
in Cuba's climate, If one wears them daily, as Brand did, “ney arse not good fo. 
more than twelve or fifteen days. 2) The disguises was good as long as it mads 
a different man, but it was bad because it had too distinctive featured, that - 
that if the volice radioed a description of a man with yeary dark AaLy, very da. 
moustachs, and a pair of somehow unusual slasse3, it .is-sjurs eneugn that Erand 
going to be caught, It is Brand's opinion that if a man is to wear a disguise 
a longs period of time, this diszuise snould not have distinctive Peatures. I+ 


te difficult to describe the man in disguise, This is why from thse very Pirst 
in Seotember Brand kent asking Jim to send Karl to Cuba. Brand wanted to be dip 
ina ai : 


fferent way. Another thing about disguises: the vergon in disguise sn 
always have enouzh materials at hand. tn many occasionasthe revlacements3 fo: 
ae too long to arrive to Cuba. The last ten moustaches were received in very 
shape and were so bad that Brand thought they nad not been mads by Karl, or th: 
Karl had made them in a hurry. | . . 
By this time Brand had already met Mario: Zsco0 
nd of Brand. Escoto was Aursiiano's rep 
ge of Triole a. Srand offered weapons 
coto said he nad to consult this w 
to send Brand a-mao with the exact. 
o any money he nisht need, out | = 
na had been vrovided with al 
a sana nee noti: 
the 
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Tarous 7 Vidal soral sy Sranc ret a 22 SOUL is: YSroz.. GOMLia. waa: oF 
ot the leaders at the Union Vinatera Nacional, an association of wine ingustriail 
Brand saw Gomila three times. Gomila offered to zet the defection of the Under <: 
of the Treasury (Subsecratario de Hacienda), Dr. Israsl Rodriguez. He also said t 
ne could get the defection of one of the members of the Supreme Court, whose name 
Syand doas not remember now. Gomila also said.s Gomila had also made contacts. with 
Castain of the Army, stationed in Santiago, named .uintana Mena. This captain hac 
a wember of the Ge2 and he wanted to coonerate with the forces fighting Castroe i 
instructed Gomila to get intellizence reports from this Captain, and also from %t 
Subsecretario de Hacienda and from the Member of tie Supreme Court. Gomila went + 
Santiago de Cuba to see the Captain, but Brand doses not know the oucome of their 
meeting, because Brand didn't see Gomila agains 

One ‘ 


day Brand went to Fernandez Plana'’s house to nave a meeting witan the mili 
tf the Frontin the Province of Pinar del ee Brand Peli-ne had noticed sox 
lance around the olace. When Brand told this to Fernandes Plana and his fr: 
onted a somewhat a haa canes nuinta kins ooo told frand that 
ing to sea the man from Pinar del Rio in a different place. They offered 

rtation fm Brand. Brand went sea Anselmo, whose car was parked in front 
lana's houses. After Anselmo had been driving Tor a while, crand asked 
fe) 


yp w 
ae 


> 
oking throuzh the rear mirror, to see if they had been followed. 
r this remark, Anselmo said that a car was after them. Pranithemin 
vO ZO to the meeting vlace. They began ey eS around town, and +t 


- + 


inally they went to — Garcia's Hospital. Srand went in 
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ding, took off his moustache and glasses and went out by the same door ne hac 
The men who nad been following < were there, but it seems they dic 

and, who walked AWaYVe . 

ese ( to a meeting, he saw in 
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; Pancho Varona, a “fe llow zal EC 

3 and set a date and place for 
ron 


Anto the care They talked for a Pew 
. Three days after that, Varona met ir 
fore an airplane had drovped equipment at 21 Escambray, and that tne equix 
caught py Fidel's forces. Brand asked some D.Z23. from Varona. Varona ore 
chem, but he looked juite skentical avout ney things. Zrand told hin, 

next time Brand saw Benito Fernandez, he said that Plinio's mother had 
him, cuite nervous, saying that his son had been cavtured at sl =scambraye “33 


nar that that was not true. 
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Prior to this meeting, Benito Ferna andez nad introduced to 3ran 3 Ki2 Priands o: 
maned ESnrisue Zarroso, and another young man by the name of Cruze they identifies 
thenselvyes a3 friends of Nino Diaz. Srand offered them help, and asked them to cx 
their efforts with Brand in the province of Pinar del Rio.g They said that they c 
talk those things with Nino Diaz before making any definite arrangement. they 3a 
Cruz was going to Miami to ase Nino Diaa. Tha; wanted Brand to astadlisn sona Ti 
Nino Diaz so has= might trust Brand. Brand sent a flash to Jim Dowdin, asking ri 
establish Brand's bona fides with Nino Diaz. Many days passed by, and Srand wa3.r 
aple to continue nezgotiation3, oscaugse no answer ever came trom Jim ee Or ax 
member of the Jomoany. Prior to this meeting with Sarro3o and Oruz, Brand had hs 
aq. first meeting witn Farro30e Senito Parnandez knew that Sarroso and UruZz nad 22a 
nidden weapons in Havanae 

Snrough Logada, Brand met a man gage Juan 
tha leadars of"Resistencia Asramonte"™, L 
Seale Be Sand seas 2s rdet to an a 
Le eee! ee esd. Osage hy SIO So: Aare 
CO cote to an agrsement with Srand. | 
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by unis time, Srand has received information through Ca>danas of the rreouent 
of daul maul Castro to the fmzassy cf Ghecoeslovaguia. “Ve tried but could not rez 
house acroos the street. 2rand had instructed Roberto Alvarez to make a ylan roc 
casing of the place anc also for the killinz. The hands of the vrof‘essional cou 
Seen in the instructions given by: Roberto Alvarez. At last, we sot word that Ra: 
Castro was going to live in Oriente, and since we were not aabs to rent the hous: 
the plan was dropyosd. 7 | , | 

In his last mesting with Brand, Cesar Lancis had informed him of the possibil? 
of killing Fidel at the National Hotel, where he used to zo to have dinner with * 


| employees. This was also told to Roberto Alvarez, who began thinking about plans3 
regarding the National Hotel and Pekin Restaurant. oe 

Rumors began to:spread around town that Plinio nad baen cantured somewhere nes 
Sl Escambray mountains. | 

Meanwhile, Cabahas had seen Brand several tiz es, and paras cnet nim “oe the 
recruitings he had made for Cuba’ Libre amonz the drivers and conductors of Coovera 
de Cmni bus Aliadose - ° 

rinally, the newspaners in coe some nictures of Plinio Prieto after 
caotures near Hl becambray. The summary % srials besan. The day befors the execut 
is, the Lith of Octoter, Exilio Rodriguez came to see Erand. He informed Brand ths 
Juan Mendez’ and some other zrouns were going to start Shooting around town in ord: 


of the rebels. Smilio Rodriguez asked Brand how many men could he cive to start st 
around town. Brand answered that he had no men available for that. Emilio Rodrizue 
asked if Brand nad any men available to try to rescue Plinio. Brand ansered that 
could zive armed men for that purposs. Emilio Rodriguez also aske d about Brand's 
possibilities in men to help in an attempt against Fidcel'’s life at Mulgoba. Brand 
answered that he could give armed men. for that action.The " veemust-do-something" a 
("tenemos gue hacer algo"), is the worst thing that can hapoen in a consoiracy. ‘ih 
D2 

and 


°° 


rand realized that all the leaders in the different zrouna wanted to start shooti 
i 


oy 


‘8 3 a > 


viORs plans or any definite purvose, Brand began to have strong doubts about the 
Serlousness or coordination of the efforts that were under way. 

After Plinio's execution, morals cane to an all tine low. 3rand instructed Cs 
to start sabotage on the busses in Havana. Brand sent a flash to Jim Bowdin sie 
on tne urgency of receiving incendiary and demolition materials. No answer. In % 
dDetween the 17th and the ake th of October, tore than one hundred ousses were cama 
Havana by pouring starch or emery in the radiators. 

Benito Fernandez had informed Brand that Guido Gonzalez Bustamante had seen Bear 


and had incuired about Brand's whereabouts. Senito said that Brard waa out of Cubs 
Guido then said that Miguel Isa Fresneda, a former friend of Brand and yresentl: 
holding a high position at the binisterio de Gobernacion, had inforzed Juido that 
was in Havana, under dissuiss, and offerinz Boney and weapons to different underzr 
orzanizations. [sal s son in law, named Nelson Barroso, was a member of the Judicia 
Police in Cubase _ | 7 | 

Meanwhile, Nano Alonso, former member of the Aray, and present member-of the Fr 
in the phate as Pinar del Rio,yhad sent a messaze to Dr. Nardo. In. that msssase 
Nardo, alonso said Oe de is a shams that you "pe cuasd to work with us at the Seon 
ig syas yourse i D> 4) . . : coer See eee 

Ts permitted co be deceived by the man of the nalrplece and the aired moustacns”, 
answered saying that he had known tne man of tha hairvisece for many yeara, and tha 
man never t Led to daceive anyone. 


Brand had never contacted or sent neasaze3 sither to Natio Alonso. or to Misusl = 


1@ afternoon, around the 16th of Cetober, while Brand swas.in a car driven b: 
PiPa Portusal, a woman emoloyee of the Slectric Oomoany, Brand noticed that thrsa 
colicemen in a natrolcar were insistently aturing at him. The oatrol car went anes 
eroua 6: 69%. and aiece >and wa3 near his safsnouse, he sof out of the car. “nen 
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Looked at Brand and soeeded up the car sound the Blocks sefors Insy could sat to 
Brand, Brand had entered into his safehouse, at Hotei Vista Al wer. 

Next day, Brand went to one of his safshouses to try to make an anpo_ntrent wl’ 
Zmnilio Rodriguez. This safehouse was very well located, cut Brand naver liked the 
way in which Monte, a cuban employee of the Comvmay, had built up the cover for 7 
savehouse. hen Brand reached this apartment, he found that it had been sealed by 
the vov yernmertty as it. nad been done with hundreds of empcyavaztments in the city 
That didn't prove anything, except that the cover had nowt been well BULLE Up. 


Brand made an apvointment with Emilio Rodrigueze Both started walking around 71 
city for asout.two hourse Brand told. Emilio that. ne > had decided to discontinus op: 
and come to Washington to see Jim Bowdin. 

Brand then went to see Alfredo oa uae and stayed at his vlace for a weak. | 
the meantime, and through Izazuirre! s friendgat the Embassy, Brand sent a flash %& 
Jim Bowdin, informig him of Brand's decision to discontinus overationse At the en 
of that wesk, Alfredo Izaguirre returned home on2 night quite upset and told bran: 
that it was better for him to go to live soneuneke e13ea. : = 

Through Benito Fernandez, Brand made contact with a very well known physician : 
Drs Eernardo Milanes. Though Brand had decided to discontinus onsrations, he recr: 
Dr. Milanes, who was willing to bring: ‘acgroup of about 50 of his fellow physician: 
to work with Cuba Libree gues 

But then, Benito Fernandez came to see Brand and told hin that Nino Diaz was i: 
Santiazo, making contacts. with different groups. Since Brand had been told by Alf: 
Irasuirre that he, Izaguirre, had been aporoached oy tlajor Humberto Sori Marin, i! 

| -crsfasa to have epee other majors willing to revolt against the Government, Bran 
decided inmediately to go to Oriente and try to put Nino Diaz in contact with sor: 
Marin, because Sori Marin had also stated that he had 500 men, and tnat he could — 
‘control 14 kilometers of the southern coast in n Orientas Brand want to see Izaguir: 
and 2sksd Ris to cotablish contact O'R So Sori Marin and tell him that Brand wanted 
gee him, either in Havana or in Criente. azuirre then told Grand, quite oluntly 

that his friends at the Em ea! didn't k know who Brand was, and had advised bim to 
contin ue his contacts with Brand until they could find out who Bran was. Brand 

Izazuirre's house in a ragee Ten days had clapsed from the day Brand sant th: 
to Jim Bowdin, and, nevertheless, Izaguirre's friends at the Embassy didn't 
ard had not been.able to find out, who Brand was. | | " 
and then went to gee Emilio Rodriguez to inquire about th 

take Brand out of the country. £.R. said trat he had not received an answer 9a 

that they, the people from the nomen had 3: ont De 5CCO pesose 
enito Fernandez brought Brand a very detailed map pointing out a Dele at a0 

, God ernadora, in the northern.coast of Siar del Rio. The map was sent to the 

pay awaye Cabanas informed Brand that steos had been valcen tO produca 

kik main Cigar Factories in Zavana. . . “ae 

w Nardo for the last time. Nardo was highly. pleased with the way 

on in the Province o2 Pinar del Rio, though he intormad Srand + 

snair because he ‘had not received the weaoons that nad | ‘oro 
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Contact vere made by grand which eventual ily at ocuesd his departure from th 


the hairpiece looked awPully bade Almost no zlr y @ | 
that had been sent to Brand nad each nair volntinz in.a differs 
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